1. Introduction 1.1. It would be good for readers to know about situation of alcohol consumption and policy in Korea as well as culture pertaining to alcohol drinking. 1.2. Readers, who may not familiar with Korean social problems, noted the concern for the increasing of adolescent drinking. But, it will be better to know the magnitude of the problem. At least, we should know about underage drinking prevalence and some figure indicating the rising trend of social problems in the population sub group. 1.3. As the study analyzed data of the International Alcohol Control Study and stated that the use of the International Alcohol Control Study as a survey instrument lends support to the credibility of this survey, the study should introduce the International Alcohol Control Study to readers. 2. Methods 2.1. The study needs to explain more about population and sampling to reveal its representation and generalizability to the Korean population. How the study get 438 respondents? Are they from urban or rural area? And how many of them participated in or responded to the survey (response rate)? 2.2. The age of participants was not mentioned in the part for participants. It was mentioned only in the Abstract. 2.3. As the study reported alcohol supplied in terms of gram ethanol, it should explain how to obtain or compute gram of ethanol among various types of alcoholic beverages. 2.4. For data analysis, this study should describe basic information of participants and patterns of social supply. For example, cross-tab between participant characteristics and type of suppliers, frequency, beverage type and volume of supply. Additionally, if the study looked for any associations between social supply and some variables, it might state out as one of the objectives in the introduction part and discuss the findings in the discussion part. 2.5. The analysis part should say something about how to describe the data, for instance, absolute alcohol volume was presented by using mean and standard deviation or median and inter-quartile range. Due to this point, presentation of some results should be reconsidered. 2.6. Chi-squared test and t-test were mentioned to be used in data analysis but none of them were found to be used in the results part. 2.7. For controlling any mediators of interesting variables and social supply, multivariable analysis may be suggested to analyze the data. 3. Results 3.1. There would be some missing pieces of the results. The first one is characteristics of the respondents. This is not only to show who the respondents are but also to be used to compare social supply among different groups (e.g., SES and drinking behaviors). 3.2. Second, the proportion of participants who had been socially supplied alcohol which was shown in the abstract but not presented in the results part. 3.3. Third, descriptive statistics for places where alcohol is usually supplied was not presented as Table 3 illustrated only association between the suppliers and places. In addition to table 3, why father was not analyzed? If the authors already analyzed father data and found no significance, this information should be mentioned in either the method or results part. 3.4. In the results part, there would be inconsistency as the study presented sometimes only number or percentage or both number and percentage of the respondents. It would be recommended to present results in consistency figure. 4. Discussion 4.1. Although the study indicated four major findings, one of the four objectives was not addressed that is the place where alcohol is usually supplied. 4.2. The study played attention to find associations between gender and frequency across suppliers and between suppliers and the places but the associations found in the results part were not substantially explained or discussed in the discussion part. 4.3. The finding of that friends supplied more alcohol (in greater volumes) than parents may be true for typical drink but not for total consumption. However, the authors should test for statistical difference and may explain why alcohol from friends are greater than from parents. 4.4. The authors should explain more why parents are the main supplier of alcohol. 4.5. It would be more excited to know the drinking behavior of those who get the social supply of alcohol. 4.6. Is that social supply of alcohol the only source of adolescent drinking? Do they strictly prohibited to buy from the commercial source? If no, the figure for the physical access of alcohol can be introduced to help readers get the big picture of Korean adolescent access to alcohol. 4.7. The authors should mention more on limitations of study.
First, the age group in this study is quite limited; this might not capture all Korean teenagers such as age 14-15. Second, the underreport of self-administered questionnaires, children might be reluctant to answer about their drinking. 4.8. Can the authors suggest the further studies or the relevant research question for underage drinking? 4.9. Please put more highlight on the policy recommendation/guideline for the prohibition on the social supply for the underage. Or, it can be suggested for policy feasibility study.
Minor Essential Revisions 
THE STUDY
The authors have listed epidemiology and qualitative research as keywords. These two are rarely grouped together. The authors need to be clearer about some of the definitions. a) "First drink" is not clearly defined. In some studies this refers to sips while in other research it is defined as a full serve. The evidence around sips of alcohol and full serves differs markedly and so the authors need to clarify this. b) "Drinkers" is not clearly defined. This is particularly important as the sample is made up of "drinkers". This has implications for how the discussion is framed. c) "Drinking age/legal purchase age" is not clearly defined and these two terms are used interchangeably. Again, these definitions are important and need to be clarified.
d) The authors need to be consistent with their use of the words adolescent and teenager. Currently they are used interchangeably and this is very confusing. There are several omissions with referencing. a) Reference number 7 is a US government document. It is not the correct reference for this sentence. b) Reference 12 and 13 refer to theses. It would strengthen the argument if the authors used peer-reviewed publications to support these statements. c) Further references are needed to support the statements about previous research in Korea. Reference number 8 appears to be about legislation and not about the results of a survey. This paragraph would also be strengthened if the authors referred to the prevalence of drinking amongst students of different age groups in Korea and not aggregated rates of drinking by school type. METHOD Further detail in needed in this section. While this work is nested in a larger study, the paper needs to be able to "stand alone" and so more specific detail about sampling is required. As this is an international journal the names of cities are probably not as useful as a description of the characteristics of the cities and how/why they were chosen. Similarly, a description of the participants by gender is not enough. Consumption of alcohol by adolescents varies substantially by age and so as a minimum, these details should be included. In addition, the authors should provide a reference for the IAC questionnaire. Inferential statistical analyses are important but I would have thought that given the complexity of adolescent alcohol use, and the substantial amount of existing evidence on this topic, the authors should have also used a regression model to explore the data. The study needs to provide more information and details to make it scientifically clear to the readers.
RESULTS & CONCLUSIONS
The results seem to answer the research questions but there are missing points for result presentation and discussion.
This study is interesting as it describes social supply of alcohol to adolescents which is one of the critical issues for alcohol policy to reduce alcohol use among youths. However, there are points the study needs to describe and give more details.
1. Introduction 1.1. It would be good for readers to know about situation of alcohol consumption and policy in Korea as well as culture pertaining to alcohol drinking.
Koreans like to drink and have generous culture towards drinking. Korean liquor tax law is ad valorem taxes. But, we didn"t put these in last paper.
1.2. Readers, who may not familiar with Korean social problems, noted the concern for the increasing of adolescent drinking. But, it will be better to know the magnitude of the problem. At least, we should know about underage drinking prevalence and some figure indicating the rising trend of social problems in the population sub group.
Although overall report of alcohol consumption among teenagers (13-18 years) trended downwards over the period of 2005 to 2011 from 54.1% to 51%, alcohol consumption is still high among older teenagers aged 16 (57.2%), 17 (67.15) and 18 (75.5%) .
1.3. As the study analyzed data of the International Alcohol Control Study and stated that the use of the International Alcohol Control Study as a survey instrument lends support to the credibility of this survey, the study should introduce the International Alcohol Control Study to readers.
In the method section of our new manuscript, we have introduced the International Alcohol Control Study and explained its purpose.
2. Methods 2.1. The study needs to explain more about population and sampling to reveal its representation and generalizability to the Korean population. How the study get 438 respondents? Are they from urban or rural area? And how many of them participated in or responded to the survey (response rate)?
The various schools that were selected for the present study have been listed with a breakdown of numbers for urban, suburban and rural. 17%, the total selected sample were high school students aged 16 to 18 years. Random sampling technique was used. In each location, the high schools with the largest population were selected. Students were then randomly selected from these schools to respond to the questionnaire. The response rate for the teenagers" category may be taken as 100% as selected students were supervised during the survey period by their teachers.
2.2. The age of participants was not mentioned in the part for participants. It was mentioned only in the Abstract.
A new table (1) shows the characteristics of the sample by age, gender and place of residence.
2.3. As the study reported alcohol supplied in terms of gram ethanol, it should explain how to obtain or compute gram of ethanol among various types of alcoholic beverages.
The method section of the new manuscript has the formula used in the computation.
2.4. For data analysis, this study should describe basic information of participants and patterns of social supply. For example, cross-tab between participant characteristics and type of suppliers, frequency, beverage type and volume of supply. Additionally, if the study looked for any associations between social supply and some variables, it might state out as one of the objectives in the introduction part and discuss the findings in the discussion part. Table 2 in shows the frequency of social supply. Table 3 the new manuscript shows the associations between suppliers and the gender, age and residence of the high school students that are being supplied 2.5. The analysis part should say something about how to describe the data, for instance, absolute alcohol volume was presented by using mean and standard deviation or median and inter-quartile range. Due to this point, presentation of some results should be reconsidered.
2.6. Chi-squared test and t-test were mentioned to be used in data analysis but none of them were found to be used in the results part.
The study just mentioned the p-values of the chi-squared test that were made. Significant values were put in bold prints in all the tables.
2.7. For controlling any mediators of interesting variables and social supply, multivariable analysis may be suggested to analyze the data.
3. Results 3.1. There would be some missing pieces of the results. The first one is characteristics of the respondents. This is not only to show who the respondents are but also to be used to compare social supply among different groups (e.g., SES and drinking behaviors).
Generally, the SES variables in the survey instrument did not have any significant differences among the age groups and gender since most of the respondents fell in the upper region of the SES as defined by the variables. This is why SES was not considered as a factor in the analysis.
3.2. Second, the proportion of participants who had been socially supplied alcohol which was shown in the abstract but not presented in the results part.
The new manuscript has TABLE 1 showing the various proportions indicated in the abstract.
3.3. Third, descriptive statistics for places where alcohol is usually supplied was not presented as Table 3 illustrated only association between the suppliers and places. In addition to table 3, why father was not analyzed? If the authors already analyzed father data and found no significance, this information should be mentioned in either the method or results part. Table 4 in the new manuscript gives the record of the places where alcohol is usually supplied.
3.4. In the results part, there would be inconsistency as the study presented sometimes only number or percentage or both number and percentage of the respondents. It would be recommended to present results in consistency figure.
Percentages have been used in the new manuscript to give positive responses in tables two through four.
4. Discussion 4.1. Although the study indicated four major findings, one of the four objectives was not addressed that is the place where alcohol is usually supplied.
4.2. The study played attention to find associations between gender and frequency across suppliers and between suppliers and the places but the associations found in the results part were not substantially explained or discussed in the discussion part.
4.3. The finding of that friends supplied more alcohol (in greater volumes) than parents may be true for typical drink but not for total consumption. However, the authors should test for statistical difference and may explain why alcohol from friends are greater than from parents.
4.4. The authors should explain more why parents are the main supplier of alcohol.
Some parents are of the view that providing alcohol to their children teaches responsible drinking and controls the quantity consumed. Results from our analysis showed that South Korean parents, especially fathers were more likely to supply alcohol to their children than mothers. The assumption is that when parents provide alcohol to their children, it may serve a protective effect for alcohol abuse.
4.5. It would be more excited to know the drinking behavior of those who get the social supply of alcohol.
An additional variable of hazardous drinking has been examined to see the drinking behaviour of the students.
4.6. Is that social supply of alcohol the only source of adolescent drinking? Do they strictly prohibited to buy from the commercial source? If no, the figure for the physical access of alcohol can be introduced to help readers get the big picture of Korean adolescent access to alcohol.
In South Korea, teenagers are strictly prohibited by law and therefore are not in any position to buy alcohol. We speculate that there may be other sources through which they get access to, however, the present research did not include any other sources except secondary supply from parents, friends etc.
4.7. The authors should mention more on limitations of study. First, the age group in this study is quite limited; this might not capture all Korean teenagers such as age 14-15. Second, the underreport of self-administered questionnaires, children might be reluctant to answer about their drinking.
Since reference was made to the consumption of any alcohol within the last six months, drinkers in the context of our research refers to those who answered yes to drinking any alcohol.
c) "Drinking age/legal purchase age" is not clearly defined and these two terms are used interchangeably. Again, these definitions are important and need to be clarified.
In introduction the legal drinking age is defined as 19. In discussion it states that the laws in Korea prohibit the purchasing of alcohol by anyone under the age of 19.
d) The authors need to be consistent with their use of the words adolescent and teenager. Currently they are used interchangeably and this is very confusing.
Whenever we were referencing authors we maintained the term that they used in the original citation. The sample in this research, however, were high school students aged 16-18 so we used the terms "high school students" or "high schoolers"
There are several omissions with referencing. a) Reference number 7 is a US government document. It is not the correct reference for this sentence.
The reference in question has been deleted and replaced with another with a similar content.
b) Reference 12 and 13 refer to theses. It would strengthen the argument if the authors used peerreviewed publications to support these statements. Further references are needed to support the statements about previous research in Korea. Reference number 8 appears to be about legislation and not about the results of a survey. This paragraph would also be strengthened if the authors referred to the prevalence of drinking amongst students of different age groups in Korea and not aggregated rates of drinking by school type.
To the best of the knowledge of authors, this is the first paper in English Language that explores social supply in South Korea. Referencing Korean articles were difficult due to language barriers as and well as loss of content during translation. The 2011 Korean Adolescent Health Behavior Online Survey results shown are the most recent that looked at alcohol consumption among students aged 13 to 18 years.
METHOD
Further detail in needed in this section. While this work is nested in a larger study, the paper needs to be able to "stand alone" and so more specific detail about sampling is required. As this is an international journal the names of cities are probably not as useful as a description of the characteristics of the cities and how/why they were chosen. Similarly, a description of the participants by gender is not enough. Consumption of alcohol by adolescents varies substantially by age and so as a minimum, these details should be included. In addition, the authors should provide a reference for the IAC questionnaire. Inferential statistical analyses are important but I would have thought that given the complexity of adolescent alcohol use, and the substantial amount of existing evidence on this topic, the authors should have also used a regression model to explore the data.
The new manuscript presents descriptive statistics by age, gender and place of residence. All analysis were done based on these three attributes. The table "Table 1 " shows the characteristics of the students by age, gender and place of residence.
RESULTS
Further detail is needed in this section. It is usual to commence this section with a description of the participants. Given that the method section indicated that there were 247 participants, much of the text in this section is very confusing as many of the reported percentages and numbers do not add up to 247. The presented results are an important first step in exploring the data but further statistical analysis is required.
A new variable on the odds of heavy episodic drinking has been added to the present manuscript. Since the data had some missing responses, percentages of positive responses are used in the new manuscript. Missing data were not accounted for.
